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that the corner has apparently been turned, that future
development will be much more rapid.
India.
India suffers sadly from her evil reputation in the
matter of cotton-growing. As a matter of fact, India to-
day is growing from 1,500,000 to 2,000,000 bales of cotton,
similar to American in quality and of nearly an inch in
staple, sometimes more, which is quite fit to be used in
Lancashire, and which is, as a matter of fact, very largely
used both in India and in Japan at the present time in
place of American. It was largely the question of the
condition of Indian cotton that told so strongly against
it in English markets. But the inferiority of the staple
is a more serious matter. The ancient tradition of the
Dacca muslins is to the effect that cotton as fine as 300*5
was habitually produced in India long ago. Even allowing
for the exaggeration of tradition, it is difficult to reconcile
this statement with the fact that the bulk of the Indian
crop to-day is of only about f in. to f in. staple.
The Indian cotton area is immense and very widely
scattered; in 1930 it was over 26,500,000 acres, and there
is still room in the future for a considerable increase
(e.g. as the result of irrigation schemes in the Punjab
and Sind, and also by the gradual substitution of cotton
for other crops). But the essential condition of that
substitution is that the native cultivator must be con-
vinced that cotton will pay him better than these other
crops, which is doubtful, unless at high prices. This is
due to many causes, of which the principal are the very
low yield and the very poor quality of his cotton. In
the former lies the real hope of a substantial increase of
the Indian crop. The average yield over all India is only
about 80 Ib. per acre, as against about 200 in America
and 350 in Egypt. The average in India could be materi-
ally increased in various ways, all of which would also
tend to improve the quality and therefore the value of
the crop. The chief are seed selection and improved